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1. Who is the Kresy-Siberia Group?

2. What is the Kresy-Siberia Virtual Museum?

3. How is it being developed?

4. How can you contribute?

Whatõs in this presentation?
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ÅWe are òSybiracyó,the Polish citizens deported to the depths of 

Soviet lands during WWII

ÅWe are formerprisoners of labour camps thatsurvived 

evacuation from the USSR

ÅWe are former Polish Armed Forces in Exile personnel

ÅWe are survivors and their families, children, grandchildren

ÅOur ranks include professional writers, film-producers, 

historians, archivists and researchers

ÅWe are over 850 members world-wide, aged from 20 to over 80, 

and growing every week

Who is the Kresy-SiberiaGroup?



Page 3

20090509

©2009

Fundacja 

Kresy-

Syberia

Internet website www.Kresy-Siberia.org

ÅGallery of over 5,000 photos contributedby members

ÅVirtual Memorial Wall of over 1,000 names

ÅDatabases of names and documents relatingto

ïthe survivors living in Poland and abroad

ïPolish war-time refugee camps around the world

ïMilitary service of membersõ families in the Polish 

Armed Forcesin Exile

What resources do we have?
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ÅIt preserves and communicates the often forgotten 

history and experiences of our wartime generation

ÅIt is in both Polish and English,so it will bridge 

between:

ïThe war-time and the younger generations

ïSurvivors living in Poland and abroad

ïPolish citizens of different ethnic nationalities

ïPoles abroad and their local neighbours

Why is a Kresy-Siberia 

Virtual Museum important?
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An internet web-site, but so much moreé it:

ÅCreates engaging, interactive, 

professionally prepared multi-media 

òvisitoró experiences 

ÅShares peopleõs stories through words, 

photos, paintings, maps, sounds, films, and  

interviews

Å Invites visitors to contribute their own 

stories and engage with each other

What is a Virtual Museum anyway?
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THEMATIC GALLERY WINGS

òIn Victory, Defeat & Diasporaó 

(Exiles dilemma ïwhere to go after the war?)

òNever Surrenderó 

(Retreat & continue the fight for the fatherland)

òLife in Kresyó

(Multi-ethnic life in the Borderlands) 

òSoviet Againó 

(Soviet rule re-established in the Kresy)

òBack in the Battleó

(Heroic military & civilian struggles in exile)

òUnder Soviet Tyrannyó

(Sovietisation, deportation and peril)

òRelease & Recoveryó

(óamnestyô & survival in the ensuing chaos)

òKresy Under German Ruleó

(Murder & ethnic cleansing massacres)

òGerman-Soviet Attackó

(Totalitarian alliance strikes in September 1939) 

òEagles in the Red Armyó 

(Polish forces under Soviet command)

THEMATIC GALLERY WINGS

òIn Victory, Defeat & Diasporaó 

(Exiles dilemma ïwhere to go after the war?)

òNever Surrenderó 

(Retreat & continue the fight for the fatherland)

òLife in Kresyó

(Multi-ethnic life in the Borderlands) 

òSoviet Againó 

(Soviet rule re-established in the Kresy)

òBack in the Battleó

(Heroic military & civilian struggles in exile)

òUnder Soviet Tyrannyó

(Sovietisation, deportation and peril)

òRelease & Recoveryó

(óamnestyô & survival in the ensuing chaos)

òKresy Under German Ruleó

(Murder & ethnic cleansing massacres)

òGerman-Soviet Attackó

(Totalitarian alliance strikes in September 1939) 

òEagles in the Red Armyó 

(Polish forces under Soviet command)

1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 +1918 - 1939

What will the gallery wings include?

1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 +1918 - 1939

Preliminary only
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Preliminary

Polish Army 

regroups in 

the East

(1941-42)

Amnesty, 

escape & 

survival

(1941-45)

Evacuation 

across the 

Caspian Sea

(1942)

Retreating 

to fight 

from exile 

(1939-40)

Massacres in 

German-held

Kresy

(1941-44)

Life under 

Soviet 

occupation

(1939-41)

Multi-ethnic 

life in the 

Borderlands 

(1919-1939)

Arrest & 

deportation at 

gunpoint

(1940-41)

Forced labour  

in camps or 

Red Army

(1940-41)

òKatyn Forestó 

Soviet war 

crime

(1940)

Invasion by 

the German-

Soviet alliance 

(1939)

German attack 

on the Soviet 

occupiers 

(1941)

Kresy back 

under the 

Soviets

(1944-45)

The Army 

Cadets & other 

Polish schools

(1942-46)

Refugees 

sown across 

the world

(1942-46)

Polish Forces 

in the 

Mediterranean

(1942-45)

Polish Airmen 

òOn Wings of 

Eaglesó

(1940-45)

Polish Forces 

in Western 

Europe

(1940-45)

Dilemma of 

returning or 

staying exiled

(1945-48)

Creating new 

lives in the 

West

(1946-60)

Rebuilding a 

Poland still in 

captivity

(1945-60)

òRepatriationó 

to òWestern 

Territoriesó

(1946-48)

Exiled forever

in the East 

(1945-?)

Polish Forces 

under Soviet 

command

(1943-45)

òUNDER SOVIET TYRANNYó 

òNEVER 

SURRENDERó

òGERMAN-SOVIET 

ATTACKó

òLIFE IN THE 

BORDERLANDSó

òKRESY UNDER GERMAN RULEó òRELEASE & RECOVERYó 

òSOVIET AGAINó òBACK IN THE BATTLEó 

òIN VICTORY, DEFEAT & DIASPORAó
òRED ARMY,  

WHITE EAGLESó 

How do the wings divide into galleries?
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Shrine of Names:

-Anders Army and families  

- Refugees in Africa, India 

and others
SHRINE

OF NAMES

What will we see on Opening Day at the 
Kresy-Siberia Virtual Museum?

MUSEUM 

SHOP

Museum shop:

- Historical books

- Research service

REFERENCE 

LIBRARY

Reference 

Library:

- Info sources

- Maps

WALL OF 

RECOGNITION

Wall of Recognition:

- Founding Sponsors

- Friends of Museum

Reception desk:

- Information

- Galleries preview

RECEPTION 

DESK

Membersõ lounge:

- Museum 

community

- Special interest

discussion lists

MEMBERS 

LOUNGE

Special exhibitions:

- Children in Exile

- September 1939

SPECIAL 

EXHIBITIONS
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PRIVATE MEMBER STUDIOS

Private Member Studios:

-Workshops for members to 

prepare and submit 

materials for display

Hall of Memories:

-Screened member materials

-Member ómemorial roomsó

-Other historical collections

HALL OF MEMORIES

SHRINE

OF NAMES

How will members contribute their material 
(available as soon as possible)?

REFERENCE 

LIBRARY

WALL OF 

RECOGNITION

MUSEUM 

SHOP

RECEPTION 

DESK

MEMBERS 

LOUNGE

SPECIAL 

EXHIBITIONS


